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SESSION I

Vocabulary Instruction



GOALS

• Session I:  To promote vocabulary as the essential 
component to the acquisition of language. Students must 
be taught authentic academic vocabulary in order to 
access curriculum.

• Session II:  To present Think-Alouds as an effective 
strategy for language acquisition.  TAs are universal, they 
apply to all content areas and all levels of proficiency.



Who are ELLs in the CTHSS?

• Students who are in the general education 
classroom;

• Students who have met the English Mastery 
Standard (CMT/CAPT) exiting the LEP label;

• Students who score 4 or 5 on the LAS Links;

• Students who score 1 or 2 on the LAS Links;



ELLs do not typically know:

Basic words (shown, table, afterwards)

Correct meaning of simple words (state, argue, power)

Connectors (so that, thereby, however)

Some times do not recognize cognates (habitat, 
function)

Have trouble with multisyllabic words (inconsistently)

Specific or sufficient words to describe a process or 
content - they use the same simple words over and 
over.



Damage to which structure will most directly disrupt…

Which procedure would most likely…

Conclusion that can be drawn …

Most closely resembles… this is due, 

…After crossing them, these plants produced seeds, 
which were planted, and only the offspring with very 
light-yellow flowers were used to produce the next 
generation….

What else creates great difficulty for ELLs to 
comprehend oral or written text?



Key: Teach vocabulary before, during 
and after students read

• Vocabulary knowledge correlates with reading 
comprehension.  

• Reading comprehension correlates with 
procedural and content knowledge. 

• Content knowledge correlates with academic 
success.

• Comprehension depends on knowing between 
90% and 95% of the words in a text. 

• Knowing words means explicit instruction not 
just exposure. Students need 12 production 
opportunities to own a word.



In the past
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BASED ON CURRENT RESEARCH, ELLs NEED A 
BALANCE OF 

Depth of
Vocabulary

Reading and 
Writing in 

Content/Trade
Domains



Put Your Heads Together
IMPLICATIONS for instruction:

3 Key Concepts So Far:

1.

2.

3.



A Queen’s Wish

One gray winter day the elderly queen 

summoned all her grandchildren to the castle.  

“I have been fortunate to have lived a long life,” 

she said. “But in time your generation will rule

the country.  You must work persistently to 

help the people and take care of the land.

“We will always work hard,” the children replied. 

“You must also be faithful to your brothers and 
sisters, no matter what,” the queen said.



3 = Deep comprehension. Read fluently, 

comprehended each word read, read words quickly, 

accurately and with proper expression, processed the 

information that had to be learned. 

2 = Surface comprehension. Limited word recognition 

skills and fluency impeded comprehension; limited 

vocabulary knowledge impeded comprehension.

1 = No comprehension. Faulty reading, lack of 

academic vocabulary, lack of fluency, structural 

differences between languages mislead student.

Scoring My Reading Comprehension



Vocabulary Tiers for ELLs
Tier 1 Tier 2 Tier 3

Simple Process, Idioms, Content Words,

Words Sophisticated Key vocabulary

wish rule summoned

gray take care fortunate

queen replied generation

castle no matter what persistently

elderly faithful



Vocabulary Tiers for ELLs: 

Specificity & Sophistication

Tier 1 Tier 2

run sprinted

fell stumbled

mad rage

good amazing



Tier 2 words can also include polysemous words
across academic content areas

• solution

• table

• divide

• prime

• round

• trunk

• state

Åpower  

Åcell

Åright

Åradical

Åleg

Åleft 



Tier 2 words nest academic content through 

Transition Words, Connectors, Causation, Time Sequencing, 

Predictions. Some examples:

Cause & Effect -- because, due to, as a result, since, for this 

reason, therefore, in order to, so that, thusé

Contrast -- or, but, although, however, in contrast, 

nevertheless, on the other hand, while é

Addition or comparison -- and, also, as well as, in addition, 

likewise, moreover, by the way é

Giving examples -- for example, for instance, in particular, 

such as é



Cognates
Tier 1 & 2

• piano

• educación

• familia

• radio

• cámara

• televisión 

• sofisticada



Cognates in Science
Tier  2 and 3

• hypotheses
hipótesis

• observations
observaciones

• classification
clasificación

• predictions
predicciones

• tentative conclusions
conclusiones 

tentativas

• evaluate - evaluar

Åexperiment

experimento

Åexperimentation
experimentación

Åinvestigation 
investigación

Åinferences

inferencias

Åprocess

proceso



More Cognates

English Spanish Polish

Åhypotheses Åhipótesis Åhipoteza

Åobservations Åobservaciones Åobserwacja

Åclassification Åclasificación Åklasyfikacja

Åexperiment Åexperimento Åeksperyment

Åprocess Åproceso Åproces



When teachers are explaining / 

presenting a lesson, look out 

for homophones such as:

sum some

facts fats

axis exes



Homophones are words that

-sound the same

-but are spelled differently

-and have different meanings (too, two, to)

Polysemous words (or homonyms)are those that

-sound alike

-are spelled alike

-but have different meanings (trunk, trunk, etc.)

VOCABULARY TIERS FOR ELLs



Tier 1 - Basic words ELLs need to communicate, 

read, and write. Those that should be taught.

Tier 2 - Information processing words that nest Tier 

3 words in long sentences, polysemous words, 

transition words,  connectors; more sophisticated 

words for rich discussions and specificity in 

descriptions.

Tier 3 - Subject-specific words that label content 

discipline concepts, subjects, and topics.  

Infrequently used academic words.

SUMMARY OF VOCABULARY TIERS 1, 2, 3 

FOR ELLs --



Select 3 words for each tier - (Tier 1, 

2, 3) from the text slide.



Your Tier 1, 2, 3 Words

Tier 1 Tier 2 Tier 3



Margarita Calderón

SUFFIXES

POLYSEMOUS
WORDS

CONNECTORS

WORD TYPES
AND PARTS

HOMOPHONES

PREFIXES

COGNATES

IDIOMS

MULTI-SYLLABLES

For your tiers, find examples of:



Air is a common resource that we use every time we 

breathe.  The condition of the air affects people’s health. 

The preservation of air quality remains a challenge for 

modern society.

If you live in a large city, you have probably seen smog, 

a mixture of chemicals that occurs as a gray-brown haze 

in the atmosphere.  Smog is primarily due to automobile 

exhausts and industrial emissions.  Because it threatens 

the health of people with asthma and other respiratory 

conditions, smog is considered a pollutant.  A pollutant

is a harmful material that can enter the biosphere 

through the land, air, or water.

AIR RESOURCES



1. Teacher says the word.

2. Asks students to repeat the word 3 times.

3. Teacher states the word in context from the text.

4. Teacher provides the dictionary definition(s).

5. Explains meaning with student-friendly 

definitions.

6.  Engages students in activities to develop 

word/concept knowledge.

7. Highlight grammar, spelling, polysemy, etc.

PRE-TEACHING VOCABULARY



TEACHING CONCEPTS/VOCABULARY

1. Teacher says the word.

2. Teacher states the word in context 
from the text.

3. Teacher provides the dictionary 
definition(s).

4. Explains meaning with student-
friendly definitions.

5. Asks students to repeat the word 3 
times. 

6. Engages students in activities to 
develop word/concept knowledge.

7. Highlight features of the word: 
polysemous, cognate, tense, 
prefixes, etc..

1. Weather can have a big effect on 

your life. 

2. Say effect 3 times.

3. The result or consequence of 

something. 

4. Influence, or the power to make 

something happen.

5. Two cups of coffee in the 

morning have a big effect on me -

- L ŎŀƴΩǘ ǎƭŜŜǇ ŀǘ ƴƛƎƘǘΗ

6. What has had a big effect on your 

life recently? TTYP

7. How do we spell effect? What 

other word is similar?



More Examples for Step #6

Questions, Reasons, Examples

• If you are studying for a test, you 

need to do it persistently.  What else 

do you need to do persistently?  

• Say faithful if it applies

- a cat who always comes home 

before dark.

- a brother who takes care of his 

sister?

- a girl who has 3 boyfriends?

- you provide an example for us.

Making Choices & Review

What would you do - feel fortunate or 
feel unfortunate if you

- won a million dollars

- had to clean somebody else’s mess. 

- got a hug from your favorite movie 

star

- were told you had 3 months of 

vacation 

• Applaud if you’d like to be 

described by the word: faithful, 

stubborn, awesome, awkward, 

impish, stern, illuminated.  



Sediments

• Sentence- ά¢ƘŜ ƭŀȅŜǊǎ ƭƻƻƪ ŀ ōƛǘ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ǇƛƭŜ ƻŦ ǎŀƴŘǿƛŎƘŜǎΦ 9ŀŎƘ 
layer was made from sediments- bits of sand, mud, clay, and 
plant and animal remains.

• Repeat- ά{ŜŘƛƳŜƴǘǎΣ ǎŜŘƛƳŜƴǘǎΣ ǎŜŘƛƳŜƴǘǎΗέ

• Dictionary Definition- ά{ƻƭƛŘ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŜǘǘƭŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻŎŜŀƴ 
ŦƭƻƻǊ ƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜΦέ

• Kid-friendly Definition- Dirt, mud that falls inside of water.

• Please say the word- άǎŜŘƛƳŜƴǘǎέ ςif the word applies-

άhŎŜŀƴǎΣ ŎƭŀȅΣ ŘƛǊǘΗέ

ά{ŀƴŘǿƛŎƘŜǎΣ ƭǳƴŎƘǊƻƻƳΣ ƳƛƭƪΗέ 

ά[ŀƪŜǎΣ ǊƻŎƪǎΣ ƘŀǊŘ ǇǊŜǎǎǳǊŜΗέ

• What do we see at the end of the word? Why?



Timed Vocabulary Review

■ Efficient

■ Entertaining

■ Effective



breathe

emission

pollutant

biosphere

resource


