
Welcome!

òThe improvement of the 
understanding is for two ends: 
first, for our own increase of 
knowledge; secondly to enable 
us to deliver and make out that 
knowledge to others.ó

John Locke
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GOALS

Ä Session I:  To promote vocabulary as the 
essential component to the acquisition of 
language. Students must be taught 
authentic academic vocabulary in order to 
access curriculum.

Ä Session II:  To present Think -Alouds as an 
effective strategy for language acquisition.  
TAs are universal, they apply to all content 
areas and all levels of proficiency.



SESSION II

Think -Alouds 

Universal Strategy 

for Instruction



Building Background Knowledge

Based on Session I

How much do you recall about  
vocabulary and English 
Language Learners accessing 
academic curriculum or the 
languages of school?



Explicit Vocabulary fosters   
Academic English Proficiency

Academic English proficiency is when students 
make meanings explicit through oracy and 
literacy skills while  using the specific 
language of the content areas. 

The CTHSS aims to prepare students toward 
academic language proficiency in the four 
language domains that ELLs need to 
succeed in life.



Acquiring academic vocabulary

ÄIs there a magic formula to 
learning those academic words 
especially at the high school 
level where there is very little 
time left?



What are Think -Alouds?

K W L
Processing 
out loud 
reading

Restating

Modeling

ELL 
application

Sharing

Questioning

Research

Successes

Diversifying



A definition from experience:

ÄMaking the invisible visible for others 
to imitate.  Taking what a good 
reader does and making it so explicit 
that everyone can say ñOh I can do 
that!ò  

Ä Taking what other people do 
unbeknownst to them, what they do 
automatically and making it crystal 
clear for others to do. 



What are Think -Alouds (TAs)?

Ä A procedure in which readers are 
asked to stop at various points during 
their [reading] and ñthink-aloudò 
about the processes and strategies 
they are using as they [read] .  TAs 
allow teachers to observe studentsô 
strategy use during [reading] to 
assess comprehension and inform 
instruction.            (CTHSS ELL Handbook, 2008).



The expansions of TAs

Ä A window into expert thinking and the 
language used to describe what the 
brain is doing.

[ reading]

[speaking] 

[writing] 

[modeling]



Where can Think -Alouds be used?

Ä Reading to students

Ä Solving a problem

Ä Performing a lab

ÄWriting up a lab report 

ÄWatching a video 

Ä Creating a chart



DEMO of a TA

Follow me as we take a closer look of a 

Think-Aloud on the ELMO



Learning the Language of the 
Classroom:  Academic English for 
Non -native Speakers

Group Activity using the article 
from: 

Principalôs Research Review

Break out into groups of five 
andé prepare a TA based on 
one of the sections of the 
article.   



When presented with new material 

how do you respond?

Introductory 
Level of 

Comprehension

Intermediate 
Level of 

Comprehension

Advanced Level of  

Comprehension



"There is strong empirical 
evidence that readers' 
awareness of text structure 
is highly related to text 
comprehension.ñ

- Kameenui



Think -Alouds 
Incorporate  strategies such as:

Text - initiated Interactive Reader - initiated

Using text 
structure

Focusing on 
vocabulary

Restating the 
text

Paraphrasing

Using context

Rereading

Decoding

Inferencing

Questioning

Predicting

Confirming/

disconfirming

Background knowledge

Monitoring

Visualizing

Evaluating

Noticing novelty

Demonstrating 
awareness

Bilingual strategies: 
cognates, translating, 
code switching, 
transferring



Using Think -Alouds

Ä The purpose of a TA is to capture the 
studentôs thinking about the text 
during the reading process in order to 
assess the studentôs comprehension 
levels and inform instruction.  



Recommended Resources for TAs

Think - Alouds:
www.literacy.kent.edu/eureka/strategies/think_aloud.

pdf

Navigating Meaning:  Using TAs to help readers monitor
comprehension
www.writingproject.org

Reading assessment:  An example of a TA with a science
related passage
www.wilearns.state.wi.us/apps/default.asp?cid=320

Math TAs
www.lessonplanspage.com

laura.vega@ct.gov

http://www.literacy.kent.edu/eureka/strategies/think_aloud.pdf
http://www.literacy.kent.edu/eureka/strategies/think_aloud.pdf
http://www.writingproject.org/
http://www.wilearns.state.wi.us/apps/default.asp?cid=320
http://www.lessonplanspage.com/
mailto:laura.vega@ct.gov


Collaborative Activity

Questions to think about:

ÄWhat are the non -negotiables for 
ELLsô success?

Ä How can we best teach and reach 
ELLs as well as all students?

Ä How can we plan for their success?



Consolidation Activity
Write Around Part I 

Ä Clear your table

Ä Each participant has one paper and pen/pencil 

Ä Copy the prompt (the next slide) and complete 
the sentence.  Pass paper to the right. 

Ä Each participant writes one sentence and 
passes the paper to the right.  

Ä Read the narrative on the paper you received 
and write a sentence to go with that narrative.

Ä Continue this process until the teacher calls 
time out.



TA Interactive Prompt: 

Think -Alouds will infuse my teaching in the 

following waysé. 



Write Around Part II (10 minutes)

Ä Do a read around aloud by reading 
the narrative you are holding to your 
team.

Ä Select the one you like the best and 
make edits as needed by elaborating 
sentences as you like.  Anything that 
will enhance the narrative. You are 
the experts. 

Ä Choose a reader. 



EXIT Activity 3 Questions 
(Count heads and stand in 3 groups)

ÄWhat one thing impacted you the 
most from todayôs session?

ÄMention one new practice you will 
incorporate to your teaching next 
week.

ÄWhat learning will you share with a 
colleague regarding this session?



Literacy for Life

Ä The idea is not that content - area 
teachers should become reading and 
writing teachers, but rather that they 
should emphasize the reading and 
writing practices that are specific to 
their subjects, so students are 
encouraged to read and write like 
historians, scientists, mathematicians, 
and other subject - area experts.

(Biancarosa and Snow, 2004, p. 15)



21 st Century Readers

"Just as 16th -century navigators were 
required to read the stars and 
understand tides to find their way, 
today's students must learn to 
become 'information navigators,' 
finding their way through print, 
graphic, electronic, and visual media 
to 'discover' and interpret relevant 
information." 

Illinois State Board of Education


