
Welcome!

òThe improvement of the 
understanding is for two ends: 
first, for our own increase of 
knowledge; secondly to enable 
us to deliver and make out that 
knowledge to others.ó

John Locke
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GOAL

To present Think -Alouds as an effective 
strategy for language acquisition.  TAs are 
universal, they apply to all content areas 
and all levels of proficiency.
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Who are ELLs in the CTHSS?

Ä Students who are in the general 
education classroom;

Ä Students who have met the English 
Mastery Standard (CMT/CAPT) exiting 
the LEP label;

Ä Students who score 4 or 5 on the LAS 
Links;

Ä Students who score 1 or 2 on the LAS 
Links;



The Four Domains and 
the Literacy Continuum

Speaking

Writing 

Listening

Reading 



Interaction between domains of 
language:

Ä Listening 

Ä Reading

Ä Speaking 

ÄWriting 

Input

Output



What are Think -Alouds?
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What are Think -Alouds (TAs)?

Ä A procedure in which readers are 
asked to stop at various points during 
their [reading] and ñthink-aloudò 
about the processes and strategies 
they are using as they [read] .  TAs 
allow teachers to observe studentsô 
strategy use during [reading] to 
assess comprehension (CTHSS ELL Handbook, 

2008).



The expansions of TAs

Ä A window into expert thinking and the 
language used to describe that 
window.

[ reading]

[speaking] 

[writing] 

[modeling]



Where can Think -Alouds be used?

Ä Reading to students

Ä Solving a problem

Ä Performing a lab

ÄWriting up a lab report 

ÄWatching a video 

Ä Creating a chart



Learning the Language of the Classroom:  
Academic English for Non -native Speakers

Group Activity: 

using the article from 

Principalôs Research Review

break out into small groups 
andé prepare a TA based on 
one of the sections of the 
article.   



When presented with new material 

how do you respond?

Introductory 
Level of 

Comprehension

Intermediate 
Level of 

Comprehension

Advanced Level of  

Comprehension



Think -Alouds 
Incorporate  strategies such as:

Text - initiated Interactive Reader - initiated

Using text 
structure

Focusing on 
vocabulary

Restating the 
text

Paraphrasing

Using context

Rereading

Decoding

Inferencing

Questioning

Predicting

Confirming/

disconfirming

Background knowledge

Monitoring

Visualizing

Evaluating

Noticing novelty

Demonstrating 
awareness

Bilingual strategies: 
cognates, translating, 
code switching, 
transferring



ñBETTER LEARNING THROUGH STRUCTURED 
TEACHINGò

BY DOUGLAS FISHER AND NANCY FREY

5 Key Considerations in 
Crafting an Effective 
Think - Aloud:



Keep the focus of the think - aloud 
tight and brief

Â Choose a short piece of written text, a 
single math word problem, or one example 
of a process.

Â It is better to deliver a short but effective 
think -aloud than one that serves only to 
confuse the learner with too many details



Pay attention to your own thinking 
processes as you design your think -
aloud

Â ñWell-developed subject matter 
knowledge can lead people to assume 
that learning should follow the structure 
of the subject -matter domain rather than 
the learning needs and developmental 
profiles of novicesò

Â ñA successful think-aloud requires you to 
unpack your own thinking processes to 
understand how you arrive at 
understanding novicesò



Find your authentic voice when 
you think aloud

Ä This approach requires lots of "I" 
statements

Ä It is useful to find an informal style 
and to resist adopting an overly 
academic voice

Ä Your students will find it more helpful 
to hear you say, "Wow ðwhen I first 
looked at this diagram of the solar 
system, I thought right away abouté



Think like the expert you are

ÄDonôt check your expertise at the 
door

Ä As a content area expert, you have 
the ability to share unique insights 
with your students

Ä Think like a mathematician, a 
scientist, an artist, a historian, an 
athlete, or a literary critic in front of 
your students



Name your cognitive and 
metacognitive processes

Ä Labeling is critical: tell them when you are 
making a text - to - text connection for reading 
comprehension

Ä Signal your metacognition as you problem 
solve ("That didn't work, so I have to try a 
different formula")

Ä Acquire new knowledge ("That's something I 
didn't know until I read this article")

Ä Regulate your learning ("I know that I usually 
understand an editorial better when I know 
who's written it



Using Think -Alouds

Ä The purpose of a TA is to capture the 
studentôs thinking about the text 
during the reading process in order to 
assess the studentôs comprehension 
levels and inform instruction.  



Recommended Resources for TAs

Think - Alouds:

www.literacy.kent.edu/eureka/strategies/think_aloud.pdf

Navigating Meaning:  Using TAs to help readers monitor

comprehension

www.writingproject.org

Reading assessment:  An example of a TA with a science

related passage

www.wilearns.state.wi.us

Math TAs

www.lessonplanspage.com

http://www.literacy.kent.edu/eureka/strategies/think_aloud.pdf
http://www.writingproject.org/
http://www.wilearns.state.wi.us/
http://www.lessonplanspage.com/


Literacy for Life

Ä The idea is not that content - area 
teachers should become reading and 
writing teachers, but rather that they 
should emphasize the reading and 
writing practices that are specific to 
their subjects, so students are 
encouraged to read and write like 
historians, scientists, mathematicians, 
and other subject - area experts.

(Biancarosa and Snow, 2004, p. 15)



Thank you all for your participation. 
Spring is almost hereé


